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Beth Jones, THMPR Journalist
Dog Toys: The Good and the Bad

Dog toys are an important tool in providing your do g with a fun, fulfilling life. Contrary to
what some may think, it's not spoiling your dog to provide them with good toys. It's good
pup parenting.

Dogs may be very different than us, but they have a lot of the same basic needs. They
need to be entertained and challenged. They needto  have fun. Also, we need them to NOT
chew on our shoes and piano bench legs as my Milly ha s done. Destructive, attention-
seeking behavior is usually out of boredom or lack of exercise. Dog toys are an excellent
way to deter them from chewing on off-limits stuff.

What should you look for in a toy? Safety: Dogs can easily choke on a piece of torn toy.
Durability: Many toys are so easy to destroy thatt  hey are a complete waste of money.
Function: Ideally, a toy should fulfill some basic need which usually means deterring
some undesirable behavior.

Over a course of about six months, my husband and | tried several different kinds of toys
with Milly. Most failed the test of safety, durabili ty, and function. Eventually we came up
with the dog-toy trifecta. For reference, Milly is abo ut 12 pounds and half-terrier, though
I've come to believe that her chewing power is all terrier.

Each toy in the trifecta has a very specific purpose and, together, provides her with all of
the dog-toy fun she can handle. I've listed the toy s below with their purpose in
parentheses and a short description of why that toy is so great.

The traditional Kong by the Kong Company (time and mental): The classic rubber Kong
toy can be stuffed with treats through a hole in th e middle. There are different brands,
shapes, and sizes of this kind of toy to meet diffe  rent needs. Milly adores her Kong. She
gets very excited when | get it out because she kno  ws she’s going to get a treat and a
challenge.

Kong Company makes treats specific for the Kong, bu t it's considerably less expensive to
stuff it with traditional treats. If | really want to treat Milly, peanut butter is an excellent
filler. You can putitin asis or putitinthe fr  eezer to harden up. It will take the dog longer
to clean the Kong spotless—and they will try as hard as they can. And, amazingly, a
peanut butter-filled Kong is not messy.

Of the trifecta, the Kong is definitely the most men tally stimulating. Milly has figured out
that if she drops the Kong on the hard kitchen floo r over and over, she may break and
loosen up the treat inside. Sometimes, she’ll bring it to me to throw because she knows |
can throw it further and with more force. I'm no sc ientist, but | call that problem-solving
which | think is a remarkable achievement in dogs.

The Nylabone (time and chewing urge): Nylabone makes a lot of different chew toys that
are much safer than rawhide. We have only tried the basic, traditionally bone-shaped
version. Nylabones are tough and fairly inexpensive d epending on where you shop. We

have found the best price at Tractor Supply Stores. You can also order them online for
very reasonable prices. The Nylabone comes in differe  nt flavors and sizes. We have found
that for our 12-pounder, the medium size is best. |  t seems to satisfy her urge to chew

completely.
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Beth Jones

Dog Toys: The Good and the Bad (Continued)

Bad Cuz Ball by JW Pet Company (pure play fun): Thes e weird little toys are very cool.
The Bad Cuz ball has little feet and, if you get the  bad rather than the good version, it has
tiny little horns. Milly can tear an ear off of aplu  sh animal toy in no time flat, but she
hasn’t put a dent in any part of her Bad Cuz ball. Sh e just loves it purely for play.

Sometimes she’'ll drop it at my feet for me to throw , but what | find most interesting is how
much she enjoys playing with it by herself. She put s it in her mouth and runs around the
house squeaking it. It's ridiculously cute, and | | ove watching her enjoy herself just as a

dog should. Plus, the running is a great energy-was  ter—always a good thing.

The bombs: With all the toy trials we've been throu  gh, a few toys have really bombed.
With tennis balls, Milly just wants to chew off the f lurry fluorescent stuff, which I'm not too
keen on her eating. We've also found that plush toy s don't go very far. They are fun for
tossing and retrieving, but she rarely wants to ret rieve them. She just wants to dismember
them which can be a choking hazard. If we have any  plush toys, they only come out on my
terms. | put it away when we are done playing.

Perhaps the least desirable toy is rawhide. It's ac  tually quite dangerous, and I'm amazed
that it's still so widely sold. Yes, it's cheap but it doesn’t last long and can be a choking
hazard for any size dog. In the long run, it's not at all economical and too much of a
hazard.

The most important thing to remember is that you sh ould not leave your dog alone with a
toy. She could chew off a piece big enough to choke on. The Kong is the only toy we are
willing to leave with Milly. It's very tough and she does not chew on it for the sake of
chewing. She’s only interested in the treat inside.

| encourage you to test different toys. Do research online, too. You'll find lots of reports
on the danger of some toys and the success of other  s. Each dog is different and has
different needs and chew-strengths; however, | beli  eve the toys in Milly’s toy trifecta are
pretty much standard pleasers. Basically, you want tough, long-lasting toys that fulfill
some basic dog need whether it's fighting boredom, satisfying the urge to chew, or just
having fun.

Beth Jones
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ADOPTER SPOTLIGHT
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Stephanie & Randol -

Hope all is well with you and yours. | was thinking about you alot today. We love and enjoy
"Noodle" (Samantha) so much. She is everything we had hoped for - playful, loving, kind,
obedient. She sleeps in the family room on the sofa - she is the "protector of the estate" after all -
but she comes into our room every morning at 6:00 am and gets in the bed with my husband,
Daniel.

Samantha recently took her first trip with us. We went to Texas for Spring Break. She was great in
the car and in the hotel - we stayed at La Quinta Inn and Suites. Such a trooper! She enjoyed all
the new sights and smells - but didn't care for the elevator at all!

She has filled out quite a bit. (She finishes her food and then eats Max's food, too :) She is no
longer so skittish - but she still doesn't like our sweeper hose. Her latest fascination is chasing
lizards.

Thank you for approving us! She really makes our life complete.

Blessings,

Beth and Family
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| shall be a believer of all that is good in
man and of all that is deserving in animals. |
shall plead for their lives, campaign for their
safety and uphold their right to a natural
death. | shall seek out the injured and the
maimed, the unloved, and the abandoned
and tend to them in their last days. | shall not
forget their place in the hierarchy of life, nor
that we walk in each other's paths. | shall
bear witness to the wonder they bring into
our lives and to the beauty they bestow upon
our souls. | shall renew their spirits when
they are waning, bind their wounds when
they bleed, cradle them when they whimper,
and comfort them when they mourn. | shall
be near them in their hour of greatest need -
a companion and friend when the time has
come. | shall watch over them and console
them and ask that the angels gather them in
their arms. From the creatures of the earth |
shall learn the fruits of compassion and
undying love, and | shall be called the
beloved of God. In their company | shall
indeed be blessed. ~ Author Unknown
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I know from personal experience, as | have a family
member who is a quadriplegic, that it is very easy to
just give up on life and want things to end. | am
guessing that the dog world goes through these same
type of emotions. Only the strong come through these
situations to excel. In my brother’s case, he finish ed
high school, went on to college, and graduated att  he
top of his class. He currently has a very successful
career with the State of Wyoming Department of
Transportation. He continuously inspires me and | am
so very proud of my brother Jim.

In Tiny Tim’s (Timmy's) case he never looked back f  rom the moment | picked him up from the Jessamine C  ounty
Save Center . Today he remains high spirited and ful | of life, all five pounds of him. When | first saw Timmy's
pictures and the email describing how he had been d umped at a local shelter (thankfully run by a compa  ssionate
director) | knew | needed Timmy more than he needed me. His back had been broken just below his rib cag e and
fortunately he was in no pain. There was a good bit of discussion as to whether it would be best to let Timmy go
to the bridge (be euthanized), or find a home that could cope with his special needs. | thought to myse If, who
better to deal with his special needs than me.

We researched doggie wheelchairs, measured Timmy, a  nd waited several days for his new wheels to be

delivered. In the meantime, we carried Timmy around in a baby sling. He was so happy just to be out and in the
middle of whatever was going on. The wheelchair fina  Ily arrived with much anticipation but also came wi th
instructions to take it slow with the adjustment pe riod; the wheelchair can be very frightening for ma ny dogs. We
didn’t think this would be the case with Timmy; he is so full of fortitude. We got the harness properly fitted on
him and loaded him in to the wheelchair. There wasn o adjustment period for Timmy other than adjusting to the
capability of being able to zip around the house as fast as his little front legs could move. Timmy qui ckly learned
to take corners wider to allow for his wheels, asw ell as the size of objects that he could run over w ith his wheels.
The wheelchair had given Timmy back his life. At tim es, one might also consider him to be a bit of an E  vil Knievel
in his wheelchair. He has learned to go flying off a 10 inch drop of a ramp in our garage, land flat, an  d keep it
moving — 90 to nothing! We are so blessed to have Tim  my in our life to constantly remind us to make lemo nade
out of the lemons.




Drs. Foster & Smith ' Educational Staff
Taken from http://www.drsfostersmith.com | http://w ww.peteducation.com

Why is it unsafe for a dog to ride in the car with his head out of
the window?

We definitely recommend you do NOT allow your pet to travel
with his head out of the window for several reasons:

. If the dog's head can get outside of the window, chances
are his whole body can. We have seen dogs jump or fall
out of open windows of vehicles and become seriously
injured or worse.

. Small particles could enter your dog's eyes or ears
causing severe injury. Larger objects such as tree
branches hanging onto a street, or road construction
signs could also cause injury to a dog whose head is
outside of the vehicle.

. If you would be involved in an accident, a dog with his
head outside of the window could, again, be seriously
injured or even killed.

. Animals riding in a vehicle should be in a cage, crate,
traveling harness, or otherwise restrained. NEVER allow
your pet to ride in the back of an open pickup truck, even
if restrained. Cages or crates (in the back of the truck)
may be thrown out in the event of an accident. Animals
who are tied may attempt to jump out, resulting in
strangulation or dragging the animal behind the vehicle.
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Visit
http://www.trueheartminpinrescue.org

for all past and
present newsletters!
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